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but It was difficult to imagine a country being
regarded as provisionally independent so long
as it possessed no native authority in either the
legislative, executive, or judicial spheres, and it
seemed to me obvious that something ought to be
done at once in the direction of creating these
authorities in Mesopotamia. I had seen Arab
Governors and military Commanders during my
time in the Western theatre, a large percentage of
whom were Mcsopotamian by origin. I knew
quite well that they represented only a minority,
but the minority who are capable of exercising
responsibility, however inefficiently from our point
of view, can always sway the vast majority who are
not, and I had seen enough of the majority at
Basrah, Nasiriyah, Baghdad, and elsewhere, to
realise how easily swayed they were, and how
dangerous they could be if they were really roused.
The outcome of Colonel Wilson's conversation
with the Baghdadis at Damascus was that Naji Beg
Suwaidi (subsequently Prime Minister of Iraq) paid
a visit to Baghdad, and was offered a post as
Assistant to the Military Governor and Head of the
Municipality. He accepted the post and resigned
it almost immediately, some said because he wished
to be free to sit on an international commission,
others because he preferred to criticise from outside
the machine* The real fact was that he had never
contemplated entering the administration at all
when he went to Baghdad, He and his friends in
Damascus all thought that a National Government
would be set up in Mesopotamia at some very early
date, and he thought he was to advise how this
should be done* When he found that he would be
merely a unit in a British administration, and that